Sample Direct Examination Questions – Ethiopian Political Opinion Claim

	Question
	Answer

	What is your full name?
	

	When born?
	

	Where born?
	

	Mom/dad

Living
	

	How many children?

Where living?
	

	Attend school?
	

	How long?
	

	When come to U.S.
	

	Where did you go when arrived?

Who there?

Where now?
	

	Where living?
	

	With whom?
	

	Working?
	

	Why not? 

	

	
	

	Why are you seeking asylum in U.S.?
	

	
	

	Does family have history of political involvement?
	

	Who in family involved in politics?
	

	Nature of political involvement?
	

	Which party?
	

	What does EPRP stand for?
	

	What battles involved in?
	

	Who did she fight with?
	

	Who is current ruling party?
	

	What does EPRDF stand for?
	

	What time period was she a fighter?
	

	When started or stopped?
	

	When did she start becoming involved?
	

	Where learn about mother’s involvement?
	

	After mom had died?
	

	Ever ask mom when living?
	

	
	

	Was your father involved in politics?
	

	How mom and dad meet?
	

	Mom and dad same ethic background?
	

	Mom’s ethnicity?
	

	Dad’s ethnicity?
	

	Mixed ethnicity have effect on you growing up? 
	

	Tell me about mother’s death?
	

	Do you know the cause of mother’s death?
	

	Who told you this? 
	

	Mother’s sister’s name?
	

	What made them think she was poisoned?
	

	Do you have a document from the hospital that says she was poisoned?
	

	Did you try to get a document from the hospital?
	

	Do you have any idea who poisoned her?
	

	What people?
	

	How did father die?
	

	Any suspicions about his death?
	

	
	

	How become more aware of mixed ethnicity?
	

	Which community?
	

	Which one?
	

	Ethnic make up of Mekele?
	

	So, Tigrayans in Mekele rejected you? 
	

	How have effect on you?
	

	When?
	

	
	

	Other family members involved
	

	Who is [cousin’s name]?
	

	What happened to [cousin’s name]
	

	Was he released
	

	Where is he now?
	

	What is his status?
	

	Do you know if he received asylum? 
	

	
	

	
	

	Other family members involved in politics?
	

	Can you tell me about the visit to the Agazia prison?
	

	Did the visit have an impact on you after you left?
	

	What kind of questions did you ask?
	

	What did you do with these questions?
	

	Why were there debates going on?
	

	When were the elections?
	

	What is the “kinijit” party?
	

	What are the main beliefs of the CUD party?
	

	When was the party founded?
	

	Did you formally join the CUD party?
	

	When did you formally become a member?
	

	Do you have a membership card? 
	

	Did you have the card with you when you came to the U.S? 
	

	How did you obtain the card?
	

	Where did you leave the card in Ethiopia?
	

	Who got it from your home?
	

	What activities were you involved with as a CUD member?
	

	When did you do this?
	

	Where? 
	

	Did you talk to anyone about the CUD platform?
	

	How can you tell if someone is mixed or no?
	

	How did you know if someone had that nickname?
	

	Did you ever see anyone from the government observe you talk about the CUD?
	

	What do you mean by people?
	

	Ever afraid to participate in CUD activities?
	

	What were the results of the election?
	

	
	

	Were you ever harmed b/c of your involvement in the CUD?
	

	How were you harmed?
	

	Who is “they”?
	

	How many times were you imprisoned?
	

	Tell me about the first time
	

	Where arrested?
	

	How long held there?
	

	What happened at the jail?
	

	What did they do when tortured?
	

	
	

	What did they ask you?
	

	How did you answer?
	

	What happened when you told them that?
	

	Was there anyone else in the jail with you?
	

	Who?
	

	Recognize anyone?
	

	Know if involved in any political party?
	

	How know they are members of CUD party?
	

	Interrogated?

How know who they were?

Where go to be interrogated?

What ask you?
	

	
	

	What happened there?
	

	How released
	

	When released?
	

	
	

	
	


	Where did you go after you were released?
	

	Where did you go for that?
	

	Name?
	

	What did she do for arm?
	

	Did that heal your arm?
	

	Then what did you do?
	

	Then what did you do? 
	

	Then what happened?
	

	What do next?
	

	When?
	

	When in 2006?
	

	Anyone go with you?
	

	What tell doctors about your elbow?
	

	Is that what really happened?
	

	Why not tell them the truth?
	

	What do you mean? 
	

	Caution you?
	

	What makes you think they communicate w/government about patients?
	

	How do you know undercover workers in hospitals?
	

	Past experiences make you suspicious?
	

	What did doctors tell you to do about elbow?
	

	When steps did you take to get foreign medical attention?
	

	
	

	Did you remain involved in politics?
	

	How did you participate?
	

	What do you mean by “what’s going on”
	

	
	

	Said arrested three times, when was the second time?
	

	Where were you when arrested?
	

	What kind of demonstration?
	

	Where?
	

	How many people there?
	

	How come to be arrested?
	

	How many people did they take?
	

	Were there other trucks there?
	

	Did you know the other people arrested?
	

	Where did they take you?
	

	Where were you held?
	

	Was it the same place where you were in 2005?
	

	How many other people in room with you?
	

	Anyone else you knew?
	

	How recognize?
	

	Did you recognize anyone else as opposition members?
	

	What happened while you were there?
	

	What ask?
	

	What did you tell them?
	

	Did they harm you?
	

	What did they do?
	

	How many times?
	

	Happen every day?
	

	How many times/day?
	

	Say anything about why harming you?
	

	What say?
	

	
	


Third Arrest

	When was the third time you were arrested?
	

	Where? 
	

	What happened?
	

	What did the officers look like? 
	

	Where did they take you?
	

	What happened at the jail?
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Did you work as spy?
	

	And then what did you do?
	

	Why?
	

	What did you say?
	

	Were you at a meeting?
	

	How often did you have these meetings?
	

	Why would neighbors report you?
	


Escape

	What was next step you took in order to escape Ethiopia?
	

	What made you decide to go to U.S.
	

	How pursue medical referral
	

	Did  you tell [uncle] what happened to arm?
	

	When did you tell [uncle] this?
	

	What did [uncle] do?
	

	Tell [uncle] about probs w govt
	

	What letter say?
	

	Who wrote letter?
	

	What was next step?
	

	What did you do with that information?
	

	What did you tell them
	

	Anything else
	

	When did you receive the visa?
	

	What did you do next?
	

	Next?
	

	When did you leave Ethiopia?
	

	Make any stops before entering us.
	

	Asked any questions by immigration?
	

	How long stay in DC
	

	Then where go?
	

	Where go in MN?
	


Medical Attention
	Did you see a doctor about your arm?
	

	When 
	

	What did doctors tell you?
	

	Did you go?
	

	Where?
	

	What did doctors at [local clinic] tell you?
	

	What did you tell doctor about source of problems with arm?
	

	Why didn’t you tell doctors that arm hurt while in jail?
	

	Why not feel safe?
	

	Have interpreter with you?
	

	Did [uncle] know real cause of injury at that point?
	

	Ever tell [uncle] what really happened?
	

	Doctors make other recommendations for elbow? 
	

	
	

	Have you seen any other doctors since then about the elbow?
	

	Who?
	

	What did the doctors at [local hospital] tell you?
	

	What tell them?
	

	What tell these doctors about how got injuries
	

	Did these doctors make any recommendations?
	

	Did you?
	

	
	

	Do you have any other physical scars from what happened to you in Ethiopia?
	

	Are of these scars you can still see on your body?
	

	Any injuries that didn’t leave scars?
	

	Are there any scars you have that you can’t see.
	


Activities in U.S.

	What doing since arrive in U.S.
	

	Currently employed?
	

	Do you continue to follow politics in Ethiopia?
	

	Have you been involved in Ethiopian politics here in the U.S.
	

	Why afraid if here in U.S.
	


Family Members

	Still afraid to return to Ethiopia?
	

	Why?
	

	Does CUD still exist?
	

	If the CUD doesn’t exist, why would government harm you?
	

	Harm b/c of CUD or opposing government?
	

	Do you still oppose the government?
	

	Has government harmed any family members?
	

	Who?
	

	Who did he say beat him.
	

	Which jail?
	

	What did the government do to your brother?
	

	How do you know this?
	

	Has the government harmed any other family members?
	

	Who?
	

	What happened to them?
	

	
	


